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By VEE CARTER 

LEARNING to fly is as easy for 
girls these days as a course 

in home economics," claims Gene 
Nora Stumbough, a junior at the 
University of Oklahoma. 

The proof is Gene Nora's own 
career. With no family background 
of aviation, no flying experience 
of her own even as a passenger, 
with limited funds and the sup-
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posed handicap of being a girl in 
a man's field, she has in less than 
five years of flying become one of 
the outstanding aviation students 
in the country. 

Last spring at the annual air­
meet of the Intercollegiate Fly­
ing Association at Stillwater, Okla. , 
Gene Nora captured three trophies, 
competing against students from 
universities all over the country. 
Entered without her knowledge in 

the contest for Sky Queen, she 
won that title on the basis of her 
flying ability and personality. 

In addition to the Sky Queen 
Trophy, she brought home another 
trophy as Outstanding Female 
Pilot. A third came from winning 
third place in the competition for 
power-off accuracy landing. Events 
at these meets always include 
power-on spot landing, power-off 
spot landing, bomb dropping and 
a fourth event which differs each 
year. It is not common for one 
entrant to win three trophies. 

Gene Nora has two other tro­
phies won in previous years. One 
was awarded to her for contribut­
ing the most toward aviation 
among Oklahoma U students last 
year, and another was earned when 
she and a fellow student won first 
place in the precision bomb drop. 

"You should have heard that 
crowd roar with laughter when I 
came up-a girl-winning bom­
bardier!" she laughs. "Of course, it 
was only a sandbag that I dropped 
on the target." 

Gene Nora got her start in fly­
ing when she was a junior in high 
school in Illinois. She saw a girl 
pilot dipping her plane over a 
Fourth of July parade and decided 
if that girl could fly, so could she. 
Her older brother, John Charles, 
was a member of the North Shore 
patrol of the CAP, and Gene Nora 
learned through him that girls 
were eligible. She joined and, be­
fore long, was the only girl in the 
patrol who did not drop out. 

The CAP (Civil Air Patrol) was 
formed in World War II and be­
came an official U. S. Air Force 
volunteer auxiliary to train both 
young people and adult pilots to 

find lost aircraft. The training in­
cludes ground and air rescue, radio 
transmission, building and maneu­
vering model planes, military drill 
and discipline, navigation and 
flight instruction. It seldom in­
cludes actual in-flight training with 
handling of the controls. 

Over 90,000 cadets serve in CAP, 
more than half of them teen-agers. 
They take part in about 1500 
search and rescue missions a year, 
using over 5,000 CAP light planes. 
There are 10,000 girls enrolled. One 
out of ten boys enrolled enters 
the Air Force as airman third class. 

"Boys and girls 15 and up, all 
over the country, have the same 
opportunity I had," Gene Nora 
points out. "They can find out if 
there is a CAP patrol in their com­
munity by calling the Civil Air De­
fense center. The only expense in 
most cases is a minimum fee for 
gasoline used in flights and the cost 
of uniforms." 

Gene Nora was in the CAP two 
years and went on many observa­
tion and mission flights, learned to 
read aerial maps and did research 
on flying problems and techniques. 
Not all CAP patrols have planes to 
fly, but hers did, both government 
planes and privately owned. During 
her senior year, she became a First 
Lieutenant and cadet commandant 
of the patrol. 

To earn the necessary money, 
Gene Nora worked as a store clerk 
during holidays and summer vaca­
tions. Even so, she thought long 
and hard before investing in both 
summer and winter uniforms 
which are official Air Force issue. 

"Flying scholarships are avail­
able to oustanding students who 
are enrolled long enough in CAP 
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and attend enough summer en­
campments," says Gene Nora. 
"Some are to local flying schools; 
some include flights across coun­
try; and girls have even gone over­
seas to Hawaii and Puerto Rico, for 
instance. CAP sent 145 boys abroad 
to 21 countries in 1955." Gene Nora 
was never eligible for such a 
scholarship and had to earn all 
her own flying expenses. 

When it came time to select a 
college, Gene Nora chose to attend 
the University of Oklahoma be­
cause it offered an aviation major 
in Business Administration. But as 
soon as she enrolled, the university 
dropped all flying courses except 
actual flight instruction. Today 
Oklahoma U has the largest flight 
training school in the U.S. Gene 
Nora has taken all available flying 
courses and hopes to have earned 
her commercial and instructor's 
tickets by the end of her junior 
year. 

Currently, Gene Nora has a pri­
vate pilot's ticket ( or certificate) 
and a radio operator's ticket. She 
has checked out in a Cessna, 
Aeronca, Piper Tri-Pacer and has 
flown for a short while a Howard 
and a helicopter, though neither of 
the latter counted in number of 
hours logged. She has a total of 
about 100 hours flying time. 

After she has logged enough 
hours, Gene Nora hopes to be an 
instructor. She is a cool, careful 
pilot, with nothing but contempt 
for showoff pilots. In her whole 
flying career, she has had only one 
accident and that was not her fault. 
It happened when she was on her 
way to a recent flying meet. A 
sudden gust of wind blew up and 
tipped over her plane as she was 
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attempting a landing. Fortunately, 
Gene Nora and another student in 
the plane weren't injured. 

Last January, Gene Nora made 
her longest cross-country solo­
seven-and-a-half hours to Abilene, 
Texas, and back to Norman, Okla­
homa. The last fifty miles she flew 
only 1,000 feet off the ground in 
fog so thick she couldn't see Nor­
man at all until she was directly 
over it. On another flight, made 
primarily to see the results of a 
devastating and widespread flood, 
she was turned back by a violent 
dust storm-a weather contrast al­
ways possible in Oklahoma. 

"My most embarrassing flight," 
Gene Nora recalls, "was one cross­
country to Amarillo, Texas, and 
back. A weather report of 'no wind' 
was wrong, and I was blown off 
course and lost. I tried to spiral at 
dusk into a field that turned out 
to be an Air Force S.A.C. base, 
and I peeled off just in time to 
keep from being chewed up by one 
of those jets and spit out like 
confetti. I finally put my plane 
down safely in what I thought was 
a farmer's field, but it turned out 
be a civilian airport. What a 
flight!" 

Gene Nora feels she is very for­
tunate in having her parents' 
whole-hearted backing of her ambi­
tions to fly. Although University 
flying fees are lower than flying 
instruction outside-they range 
from $4 an hour to $15 an hour 
depending on the type of plane 
used-an aviation education is 
about as costly as a degree in 
music, for instance. While her par­
ents were willing to help, they 
could not pay for all the lessons. 

To earn the rest of the money, 

Gene Nora works during school 
terms as a student librarian. In the 
summers, she works as information 
girl at a covered wagon in her 
home town, Cascade, Colo., at the 
foot of Pike's Peak. 

When not flying, Gene Nora has 
a number of interests. An accom­
plished musician, she played cello 
in her high school orchestra and, 
for a while, in the university sym­
phony. During her last year in 
high school, she and a friend won 
first place in state competitions 
playing a stringed duet. 

Like most girls, Gene Nora is 
interested in clothes. She likes 
to sew and, when home on vaca­
tions, she enjoys sewing clothes for 
herself. As a result, she has a bet­
ter wardrobe than she could other­
wise afford. 

Despite what many people think, 

Gene Nora feels being a girl is no 
handicap when it comes to a career 
in flying. "Just because she can 
probably never be a pilot on a 
major airline or fly jets in the 
Army," says Gene Nora, "no girl 
should give up her dreams of fly­
ing, if she really wants to fly badly 
enough. There are hundreds of 
women pilots in the United States 
today in such varied jobs as fly­
ing instructors; pilots of private 
company planes; airport man­
agers; and Civil Aeronautics Ad­
ministration inspectors. I chose 
teaching because there are so 
many women instructors that I 
know they are welcome. Also, it 
will give me a chance to fly regu­
larly and build up my hours and 
experience." 

With determination like that, 
Gene Nora is sure to succeed. 
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